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COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Room 1301, Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
FOR USE TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 1977
Washington•••••••••.••••. The House yesterday passed by the over-
whelming vote of 365 to 16 a bill by Rep. Kika de la Garza ID-Tex.)
designed to enhance the nation's land and water resources.
Similar to a measure the Texan had sponsored in the last Congress
but which ran into a Presidential veto, the new legislation would estab-
lish mechanism for making long-range policy to encourage the wise and
orderly development of soil and water projects.
Addressing his colleagues before the vote, Congressman de la Garza
said the new Carter Administration has expressed general support for
the legislation. He said some changes the Administration had requested
had been written into the measure, including a provision giving the
Secretary of Agriculture more flexibility in administering the soil and
water conservation programs.
None of the practices is to be utilized on private lands under any
circumstances, unless it be at the request of the owner, Rep. de la Garza
emphasized.
As passed by the House, the bill requires the Secretary of Agri-
culture to conduct an appraisal of all soil, water and related resources
in the nation not later than December 31, 1979, and at each five-year
interval thereafter if the act is continued beyond the current termi-
nation date of December 31, 1981. It also requires the Secretary to
develop a national soil and water conservation program not later than
December 31, 1979, and to update it at each five-year interval thereafter
during which the Act is in effect. Discussing the need for the measure,
Rep. de la Garza said that beginning in 1970 there has been a shift of
the U.S. population from urban areas back to the countryside for the
first time since the days when our country was young and expanding in
the West. He said this means there is now building up throughout the
nation the same pressures of population growth formerly felt mainly in
the cities, competition for land, and that there is need to husband our
resources in order to maintain quality in living conditions for future
generations.
In order to expedite final enactment of the legilation, the House
formally amended a bill on the subject which had been passed earlier by
the Senate, substituting language contained in the de la Garza version.
If the Senate accepts without change the bill as now written, it will
go directly to the White House.
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